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We live in an increasingly digital world. This changes the way we communicate, learn and relate to 

each other, both inside and outside academia. It is important that universities follow this societal 

development, and it is therefore of great value to be able to have digital offerings on different levels. 

Furthermore, it is also important that students have an active relationship with their own student 

everyday life and have the attitude and willingness to learn in new ways. 

Nevertheless, there is a clear connection between the completion of a degree at a university and the 

belonging to the institution. This is especially important. One loses social relationships, professional 

debates, conversations by the coffee machines, and lower threshold for asking questions in digital 

teaching. The identity of an NMBU student is strongly associated with the campus and the historic 

buildings where teaching takes place. This dimension is still important for today's NMBU students, 

consequently we believe that a fully digital study routine should never replace campus-based activities 

and teaching but be an equal and complementary offer. However, it is important that we learn from 

innovative solutions as a result of corona the pandemic, and that we take with us "best practices" and 

the sunshine stories from this demanding period. 

For the students, the most important thing is that we become part of the campus and that we are here 

in both formalized and informal meeting places to become part of the academic environments at the 

university. It is therefore important that we maintain this. Therefore, we do not want fully digital 

study weekdays. Furthermore, some administrative activities can be solved well digitally, such as 

master's supervision, and feedback on tests. It is therefore important to be flexible and willing to 

change where digital tools can streamline teaching activities. 

The most important thing for the student in such a situation is transparency and predictability. If there 

are requirements for everyday digital study, clear guidelines must be set for why it is required for the 

individual course. This is especially important regarding exams and assessments in subjects. There is 

a big difference between teaching and exams, following there must be possible to take different 

considerations into account. 

 

The Student Parliament at NMBU believes that: 

• Learning outcomes shall have highest priority in questions regarding teaching and assessment 

methods at NMBU. Then, predictability and quality are the most important factors. 

• Ordinary teaching should be physical as far it is possible, based on quality, belonging to an 

institution and relationship to the class and lecturer. 

• Teaching, syllabus and exam that can be delivered digitally should also be given digitally. 

• It must always be possible to justify why the method used is the most appropriate, regardless 

of whether it is digital or not. 

• There is a difference between digital teaching and digital exams. These must be placed 

together in context but can be different. 

• The university must ensure that when using digital tools, employees and students must 

receive adequate training in these tools. 

• If the form of assessment changes, NMBU and the responsible for the subject are obligated to 

inform the students that are signed up for assessment about the type of examination and what 

type of aids that are available at the examination in good time, at least 5 weeks before. So that 



 
students have ample time to prepare themselves based on the form of assessment. If the 

planned ordinary examination form is changed, NMBU shall make sure that students has the 

opportunity and time to obtain a rental computer if necessary. They shall also provide 

information about how students apply for this.  

• Students may have to be away from physically compulsory teaching, without it being 

necessary to obtain a medical certificate, etc., digital participation should be offered and is 

considered a completed compulsory activity, if it does not affect the necessary practical 

learning outcome.  

• There must be fixed protocols and standards for digital teaching and examination conduct in 

all subjects at NMBU. There must be routines so that all students and staff involved agree 

with the guidelines. 

• The bases for the examination format should be clear. Those subjects where you are 

dependent on displaying calculations, it has to be facilitated for this. This will be the case for 

math and physics subjects amongst others. 

• If all lectures are digital, it is encouraged that the examination shall be executed as a digital 

home exam. 

• Work to evaluate the digital solutions that have been used during the corona pandemic and 

continue those that have worked well. 

• Students must have an intuitive, personal entrance portal to their digital study routine. There 

is a need for a comprehensive offer of digital curriculum. 

• E-books and e-compendiums should be available for all subjects, and they should be less 

expensive than paper books. 


