Program of Principles for the Student Parliament at
NMBU

Approved on SP5 11.10.2021, to be revised every 4th year

Community responsibility
Higher Education is a common good which shall be available to all. The Student
Parliament is of the impression that the principle of free higher education is one of the
most important factors to ensure this. As such it is deemed unacceptable to introduce
any tuition or exclude any given group from the academic community. The Student
Parliament regards this principle as a universal right and should as such be included in
all higher education institutions worldwide. Knowledge is the most important thing of a
modern society and a prerequisite for the democracy. A cornerstone of a democratic
society are informed citizens who, through dissent come up with solutions that ensures
the common good.
e All shall have equal access to education at NMBU and in the rest of the world.
e NMBU have a social responsibility, that entails to educate and form, as well as
contribute to the public debate
e NMBU have a central role in inventing solutions for the current and future
challenges, as well as ensuring a sustainable development.

Academic freedom and the institutional autonomy
Academic freedom is a prerequisite for that academia shall fulfill its social
responsibilities. Researchers have the right to choose their own themes, methods and
sources for their scientific work, according to their own professional assessments. The
autonomy of the institution is important to support the free and critical research and
education. Each institution shall be able to make strategic priorities within the national
set framework.

e The student parliament supports the principal of academic freedom

e The Student parliament feels that the autonomy of the institution shall be

supported

Study quality

Quality in education is important, student active, interdisciplinary learning and a
carrier-oriented approach shall be the rule at NMBU. Education and research shall be
international, universally available and of high academic quality. Therefore it shall be
facilitated for practice and exchange in all study programs at NMBU, together with good
academic courses that are offered and curriculum. Furthermore, all programs at NMBU
shall have good academic and psychosocial environments.

e Education and every day study life at NMBU shall be of high quality
e The teaching methods shall be research based, forward thinking, relevant,
diverse, educational and clarify the connection between theory and practice.

The Student Parliament feel that diversity in the academic society is necessary in order
to achieve success and development. Therefore we want it to be launched measures to



ensure diversity amongst students and employees at NMBU. It is expected adequate
facilitation from all parts involved.

e Diversity in the study and academic community at NMBU must be secured

Students shall actively participate in the research conducted at our university and
research is to be used as a part of the education and teaching. We are of the opinion that
research results and public funded publications are something to be available for all,
and not a select group. It must therefore be made infrastructures at NMBU to facilitate
user friendly systems for this.

e The Student Parliament supports “Open Access” and “Plan S”

NMBU shall continue to be the sustainability university, and this should be apparent in
the apparatus around the students. NMBU, As Municipality and SiAs shall therefore
facilitate a environmental friendly operation that ensure a sustainable society. NMBU
also have a responsibility to make sure that the sustainability dimension are secured in
all study programs, as well as promoting sustainable attitudes from the university.
e NMBU and their collaborators shall have a sustainable operation and business
model

e Itshall be a relevant sustainability investment in all study programs

Welfare

To ensure good health and high quality in education it is important that students use
their time to study. It is therefore important to increase the financial support of
students to achieve full time students. The Student Parliament at NMBU think it is
important to raise the support of students above the Norwegian poverty line. This to
remove the necessity of a part time job that compromise academic results. A partial goal
is therefore to increase the financial support to 1,5 G ( the basic amount in the social

funding)
e The students financial support must be raised to 1,5G and to be distributes over
11 months

e The scholarship share of the financial support shall be increased.

To ensure environmentally friendly transportation and keep NMBU as an attractive
study and workplace, the public transportation system must be increased and
improved. Transport to and from campus must be better, and the trains should leave
the station every 15. minutes between As and Oslo.

e The public transportation must be better to and from Campus As

All students and employees shall have a good and safe study and work environment.

e There shall be a good and safe study and work environment at NMBU and SiAs.
e NMBU shall have adequate routines and safe systems for informing about
unwanted incidents and harassment



SiAs shall be the main provider of homes for students at NMBU. It is therefore important
to build more student housing. To ensure a high feeling of wellbeing and good health
among students, the land lords must ensure a good living environment for the students.
SiAs shall also secure other welfare options like cafeterias and sports at a low cost for
students.
e SiAs will deliver sufficient housing to ensure students experience a good living
situation.
e NMBU shall in collaboration with SiAs and As Municipality facilitate for a good
student environment and ensure a satisfying student welfare offer.
e All student welfare offers shall be available for both fulltime students and part
time students

As municipality must take their share of the responsibility as a host municipality and
secure a quick application process for housing projects and ensure measures to
strengthen students’ psychological health. Arrangements must be made for students to
have the opportunity to take care of their physical health both through the development
of the General practitioners arrangement and training opportunities.

e The offer from the Health Center for Students and Youth will be further
developed, with a special investment in offers related to mental health care.

e As Municipality shall ensure a serious rental marked, as well as facilitate the
opportunity for SiAs to continue their student housing operation.



