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NMBU has many different reading rooms, canteens, group rooms and meeting spaces available to 
students. This is a good offer that gives the students a varied working environment with many 
options, and is, presumably outside the lectures themselves, the most important thing NMBU 
offers students. In addition to purely academic work, these spaces also provide an opportunity 
for mingling and social input outside of Samfunnet i Ås’ somewhat more festive offer. 
 
Unfortunately, in recent years we have seen that faculties choose to reserve their reading rooms 
and group rooms for their own students; often with the argument that they must secure places 
for their own. Problems with lack of space both in regular reading rooms and group rooms, in 
addition to master’s places, are not a (new or) unknown problem here at NMBU, and with budget 
cuts it is unlikely to be solved anytime soon. 
 
When some faculties reserve premises only for their own students, there will naturally be fewer 
opportunities for the rest of the student body. When other faculties see this, we are in danger of 
a domino effect where several faculties also close their premises to externals, in order to secure 
their own places. Rather, we want a unified study environment, with a common Campus. Campus 
Ås is, after all, used in most of NMBU’s marketing. Then the entire campus should be accessible to 
all students. 
 
In NMBU’s long-term strategy, under strategic ambitions, it is stated: “NMBU must have close 
cooperation across faculties and administrative units. Infrastructure, buildings, outdoor areas, and 
scientific equipment must be used together”. This ambition should lead to action, and not just 
remain empty words. In this way, the student body can belong to the entire university, and not 
just its own faculty. 
 
The Student Parliament at NMBU believes that: 

• Efforts must be made to prevent the closure of several existing premises. 

• New premises must be made available to the entire student body. 

• Work will be done towards the reopening of reading rooms and group rooms, which are 

unfortunately already closed to the majority of students at NMBU. 

• Booking possibilities for group rooms must be equal across faculties. 

• NMBU must oblige to maintain all reading rooms and study rooms in the same way, 

regardless of faculty. 

• It must be ensured that the university remains one Campus and that the individual 

faculties are not isolated. 

 


