
Resolution from SAIH 
Adopted at Student Parliament 6, 24.11.2025 

 
Education  is  not  a  commodity, but  a  right / Norway  must  contribute  to  strengthening 
public financing of higher education globally 

In 2025, the global higher education sector continues to face serious underfunding. According to 

UNESCO’s 2024 report, over 70% of low-income countries spend less than 4% of their GDP on 

higher education. High tuition fees and inadequate student loan systems limit access, meaning 

students from poorer backgrounds are disproportionately excluded. Public underfunding also 

threatens academic freedom: researchers on temporary contracts often self-censor to protect 

their positions, while an increasing share of research is directed toward paid projects for the 

private sector. 

While commissioned research is valuable, basic research is urgently needed to address global 

challenges such as the access to education, access to higher education, academic freedom, and 

independent research. 

Recent global events have reinforced the urgency for stronger higher education: 

• COVID-19 pandemic aftermath continues to affect universities in the Global South, with 

many students lacking access to digital tools. 

• Geopolitical conflicts (e.g., Ukraine, Sudan, Middle East crises) have displaced researchers 

and students, interrupting higher education. 

• Climate crisis and sustainability demand higher education systems capable of developing 

long-term solutions to meet the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Norway has prioritized primary education, but higher education still receives insufficient 

attention. Higher education is essential for countries’ self-development and achieving the 17 SDGs. 

The 2023 UN SDG midterm review shows global progress is off track, especially in higher education. 

Moreover, many teachers today do not receive sufficient training due to lack of access to higher 

education, which further signifies the importance of higher education – not only for the current 

generation, but also for those to come. 

We at the Student Parliament of NMBU believe Norwegian authorities must adopt a holistic 

approach to education in 2025 and increase investments in higher education within 

development policy to promote academic freedom and equal access worldwide. 

We demand that: 

• Education is a right, not a commodity. 

• The Norwegian government must increase higher education funding as a key 

development policy tool in 2025. 

• At least 15% of Norwegian development aid should be earmarked for education by 2030. 

• Norway must strengthen ongoing higher education initiatives, including NORHED II (2021–

2026), NORPART II (2022–2027), NORGLOBAL II (2020–2025), and other research projects 

and collaborations NMBU is a part of. 

The Student Parliament at NMBU will also call on the University Board of NMBU to actively 

contribute to advocating for higher education within Norwegian development policy in 2025, 

ensuring Norway helps close the global education gap now and for the future. 


